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FAITH ALONE WILL NOT SAVE US 
—by Nikiforos Theotokis— 

 
Because thou hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed; 

blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have believed 
(Jn. 20:29). 

 
Indeed, great is the power of faith! Wondrous are the results of faith! 

Infinite is the profit that ensues from faith! It grants eternal life, and bestows us 
with the heavenly kingdom! For it is written, “that by believing ye might have life 
through His name” (Jn. 20:31). And elsewhere it is stated, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou and thy household shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
Therefore, faith does save, and belief in Christ alone is capable of saving man. 
But why do the very same Holy Scriptures also state, “For the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and then He shall reward every 
man according to his works” (Mt. 16:27). Additionally, it says, “Who will render to 
each [person] according to his works” (Rom. 2:6). Yet elsewhere, “And they who 
have done good shall proceed unto the resurrection of life; while they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” (Jn. 5:29). 

What can we make of this? Why do the Holy Scriptures sometimes state 
that faith saves man, while other times teach that good works are the cause of 
salvation? Do the God-given words of the Holy Scriptures contradict each other? 
Dear reader, do not be fooled! God’s teachings are in complete agreement with 
each other. Neither faith alone, nor good works alone save man; rather, both faith 
in conjunction with good works save man. 

Faith consists of two parts: theoretical and practical. Theoretical faith exists 
when we believe with our mind everything that our faith teaches without doing 
any good works. Such faith is dead, of no benefit, and incapable of saving man. 
“Faith,” affirms the divine St. James, “on its own is dead if it is not accompanied 
by works” (Jam. 2:17). “My brethren, what good is it if someone proclaims that he 
has faith but has no [good] works? Is [such] faith capable of saving him?” (Jam. 
2:14). Practical faith exists when we not only believe in everything our faith 
teaches, but also carry out and abide by all its orders and statutes. This is the 
faith that the Apostle Paul speaks of when he says, “Faith which worketh by love” 
(Gal. 5:6). Therefore, when the Holy Scriptures proclaim, “So that believing ye 
might have life through His name,” and “everyone who believes and is baptized 
shall be saved” (Mk. 16:16), and other such similar statements, it is speaking of 
practical faith that is put into action through love, and which co-exists united with 
good works. Similarly, when the Scriptures teach, “God will render to each 
[person] according to his works,” and the like, it is referring to people who 
believe: it is referring to the works that have been carried out as a result of faith. 
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Dear Christian: you pride yourself on your faith. But what good is it when 

you carry out evil deeds? The demons also believe and tremble; however, it is of 
no benefit to them. You believe that God gave the Ten Commandments, and that 
the person who rejects one of them will undoubtedly be condemned, but you then 
proceed almost every day to reject all the commandments without fear or shame. 
What benefit is your faith? You believe that God ordered you to love Him with all 
your heart, your soul, and your mind, and to love your fellow man as yourself (Mt. 
22:37-39), but you proceed to reject God by transgressing His law, and you 
wrong and hurt your fellow man in a variety of different ways. What is the benefit 
of your faith? You believe that if you do not forgive the faults of others it is 
impossible for God to forgive your own sins (Mt. 6:14-15); however, you demand 
retribution and seek revenge every time another person makes even the slightest 
error? 

You believe that God commands you to love your enemies (Mt. 5:44); 
however, you hate them and persecute them unto death. What good is your 
faith? You believe that God instructs, “Learn from Me that I am meek and humble 
in heart” (Mt. 11:29), but you are arrogant and hot-tempered. What do you benefit 
from your faith? Every poor person represents an image of Christ. Whatever you 
do to a poor person you do to God Himself: “Whatever you have done to these 
least of my brothers, you have done to Me” (Mt. 25:40). Do you believe this? 
“Yes,” you will reply. And yet, when you see a poor person, you look the other 
way and walk right by him. You see a beggar, and instead of handing him alms, 
you shower him with scornful comments. How does your faith help you? 

You believe that there is an eternal life in store for you (Mt. 25:46), and yet 
you live as an epicurean and as if there is no soul. What good is your faith? You 
believe that there will come a day during which God will sit upon His throne of 
glory to judge the earth and to serve justice to all (Mt. 25:31), and that they who 
have done good works will ascend to a blessed eternal life, whereas they who 
lived in sin will proceed to eternal hell. Nevertheless, you totally neglect virtuous 
conduct and instead eagerly indulge in all kinds of sin. What good is your faith to 
you? Such faith does not save man: “Can faith,” asks St. James, “save him?” 
(Jam. 2:14). Such faith is dead and imperfect because faith receives its strength 
and perfection from good works. “Do you see,” says the Apostle concerning 
Abraham, “how his faith was working with his works, and how his faith was 
perfected through his works?” (Jam. 2:22). What a God-inspired and clear-cut 
lesson indeed! Faith helps us to perform good works, and good works, in turn, 
impart perfection to our faith. 

 


